Suzuki TL1000S.......

M Top speed 159mph (1998, 1999}, 145mph (2000 M Weight 191kg (dry) B Fugl consumption 32mpg M Engine 996cc, 90° V-twin M Ins grp NU14
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Model shown: 1999 Suwki TL1000S-X

Will | like it?

It you want a bike that's easy to ride
and asks little of its rider, ook
£lsewhere. A TL1000S demands
cara and concantration, Respect it
and you should enjoy one of the
most effective engines out thare.
Abuse it and vou could have a life-
changing experence. But gat a bad
‘un, and the cost of repairs and
roadside recovery could tarish your
view of biking, full stop.

In its original form the bike was
too unforgiving, but with a steering
damper and the later, softer
suspension and power, it's calmer,

1 you're familiar with big sports
bikes, you should be fine with a
TLID0DS. 1t help if you're big -
shor niders have a job reaching the

ground and light riders may find tha
bike lacks stability over bumps

But by modern Japanese
standards, the TL1000S is
unreliable. If dodagy fualling, weak

bearings and disintegrating shock
mountings don't wonry you, fing,
Just dan't bank on an easy ride — in
any sense,
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Which one should I buy?

Idsally, a genuine LK bike that still
has some warranty on it Then you
can check the bike over bafore the
warranty expires. If you buy a
parallel, make sure you know
exactly what you're getting,
particularly where differences to the
LIK modal are concerned,

One with Maxton (01928
740531) suspension would he
handy. The Maxtonised TL1000S
tested in tha Juby 1997 issue felt
more stabla than a standard bike
and had botter rida guality, Maxton's
conversion invalves revalving and
reapringing the forks and replaces
the standard rotary rear damper
with a conventional Koni shock,

From the W {1998) criwards the
power delivery was softenod,
making the bike leel slower, ovan
though it isn't. So some people will
prefer the early model for its lvelier
feel, while others prafer later, less
edgy models.

Will it be reliable?

The two big problems involve
gearbox bearings and the rear
damper mounts.

The gearbox bearing should last
aver 20,000 miles but after that the
risk of failure increases rapidly. Early
warning signs may include oil leaks,
noise ar vibration from the gearbox
but as the bearing is a double type
there may be na sign of troubls,
aven it one section has already
startad ta fail,

The rear damper mountings can
crack if there is ton much clearance
batwaen the damper and its
mountings, If thess cracks spread
the mountings may break away
fram the frame, The mountings and
the damper then mowve tagather,
resulting in a loss of damping. But
because the damper is indapendem
of the spring unit the bike doesn't
bacome unsafe in the way it would if
i canventional raar suspansion unit
broka loose,

Is it expensive to run?

It depends whether or not you have
any problams. If the gearbox
bearing fails after the warra nty has
axpired you'll be looking at a serious
bill. If the rear damper lugs crack off
and you want to fita new frame, or
want a dealer to totally strip the biks
50 the frame can go for repair ata
specialist, then again you're
spending real money,

You've got the problam of the
high insurance group — typically, this
means you'll nead a garage and
maybe an approved immaobilizer or
alarm. And even with that lot, iCil
still cost an arm and & leg if you're
young and live in a high-risk area.

Otherwise it's just the usual cost
of petrol, servicing and tyres, nong
of which are above average fora
12Bbhp bike,
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At times controversial, occasionally a handful, never boring. Suzuki’s TL1000S is a bike for thrill seekers,
combining a great V-twin engine in a sharp and sometimes nervy chassis. Chris Dell is your guide

Race cans are comman
but flegal; get the
originals if you can

Can | improve it?

For most peopla, tha big
improvement 1o early bikes was the
steering damper, this should have
been fitted under warranty, If you
get an early one (a V' madel) try the
later, softer, suspension settings as
they give an easier ride and can help
reduce twitchiness, Thesae will be a
particular improvement for light
riders. Set fork compression 2%
turns out, rebound 2% tums out, and
drop the front tyre pressure from
36.3psi to 32 6psi. Set rear
compression to 2% tums out,
rebound 2% turns out, and spring
length to 185.5mm.

Race cans are popular but as
they're illegal for road use, and may
invalidate certain aspects of your
insurance, they can't really be called
an improvement.

You won't be able to tell if the
rear damper has excess play until
you get the bike home and can
slacken the mounting bolts, when
there should be only a tiny amount
of play. Excass can be taken up with
shims and is probably a dealer job.

Rear damper mountings

can crack

Gearhax bearing can fail at
anything over 20,000 miles

What should | look for?

Check for cracking around the rear
damper’s mountings. Also check for
repair work. Caught early it
shouldn't be a big problem to get
cracks welded up, butif a bad job
has already been done, you won't
aven know if the mountings are now
correctly alioned. And if there are
cracks, you'll certainly want to
knock the price down, if yvou're still
willing to buy the bike,

Make sure the rear whesal turns
smoothly with no noise from the
gearbox bearings — you'll ideally
need a paddock stand to be able to
check, or get the owner or dealar to
lift the bike on the sidestand.

Watch out for parallel imports.
Besides the kph speedo and lights
that may not meet UK requirements,
thera's the worry of buying a low
power model. Loads of 9Bbhp
versions wera imported from
Europe; they have enough
performance for many riders, but
you, tiger, might be disappainted,
So bewara.

Make sure it has a
steering damper

What's the competition?
Thera's plenty of choice if you want
abig W-twin. Suzuki's own TLI000R
gives you much the same enging in
a mora madern chassis and a full
sparts fairing. Honda's WTR1000
Firestorm is a vary different kettle of
fish and tends o appeal to different
buyers. Riders wanting hairy-
chested sports excitemeant buy a TL,
people wanting an easy-going
option will prefer the WTH.

The ltalian alternatives come
from Ducati and Aprilia. & 916 was
the ultimate sports twin and for
some people that may still hold true.
What it loses in reliability and
comfort some would say it makes
up for in style, stability and
charactear,

An Aprilia perhaps doesn't carry
the cachet of a Ducati but an RSV
Mille is certainly a lot of bike for the
money, with the less sporty Falco
being even mora so, Both have good
reliability records so far.

TESTED: 1/97, 5/97, 7/97 {Maxton],
/88, 8199, 11/98, 9/00 Road Test
Reprints: 0793 131 (288 (Maon to Thurs)

What else should | know?
The first model had an ECU
(electranic control unit) that gave
over-rich low-speed fuelling so a
madified ECU was introduced.
Howewver, bikes with race cans and a
madified ECU might run a bit weak,
50 may feel may better on the
anginal unit. The criginal ECU's part
number ends in 1, the modified
version's ends in 0. Lift the seat and
take a look, the ECL) and its parn
number are clearly visible,

Early models had a fuel tank
gasket that could leak, This was
replaced, along with the petrol tank,
under warranty. Some grey imports
may have bean missed.

Clutch slip can aceur under
maodest acceleration, such as when
rolling the throtile on after rolling it
off, due to the back torque limitar
sticking. Ironically it usually grips if
you give it a fistful. Cleaning the
back torgue fimiter up, so it moves
frealy, should fix it. If the clutch slips
when using full performance, new
clutch springs may be needed.
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